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INTRODUCTION

The education of children is, in the first place, the responsibility
of their parents.! Parents have the right, and the duty, to choose a
school which corresponds to their own convictions.? In furtherance
of this right, and in fulfillment of this duty, a group of parents in 2001
founded Saint Monica Academy. Now, as the school expands to in-
clude the high school grades, the governing Board adopts the following
charter of principles to guide the school’s headmaster and teachers, and
to enable parents considering the school to understand our convictions,
our curriculum, our culture, and the unique capabilities that will be
achieved by our graduates.

COLLEGE PREPARATORY
PAR EXCELLENCE

Saint Monica Academy high school is a college preparatory school
with a classical pedagogy and a traditional liberal arts curriculum.
Parents looking for a place to prepare their children to excel at top col-
leges will find that here. They will find comprehensive instruction in
the conventional subjects of mathematics, English, languages, history
and the sciences.

Y Catechism of the Catholic Church §§ 2221, 2223.
21d. § 2229.
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But they will find these subjects taught in a way that we believe
no other school in our area provides. They will find English classes
brimming with literature

The product of this and poetry of the classical

canon—works whose char-

curriculum and pedagogy will be

. acters ennoble and enter-
graduates who ... will be scholars

of h 1story, lovers of culture, verse that our students will
knowledgeable and curious about  |earn to analyze, admire and

the sciences. emulate. Parents will find
their children coming home

tain, written in prose and

knowing authentic history, beginning with ancient civilizations and
continuing through the American constitutional republic. Parents will
visit classrooms where the instruction in subjects like chemistry, phys-
ics, biology, geometry, algebra and pre-calculus is as lively as it is rigor-
ous, reflecting the teachers’ own excitement and sense of wonder, and
instilling that in their students.

The product of this curriculum and pedagogy will be graduates
who excel in college because they are excited about learning. They
will be scholars of history, lovers of culture, knowledgeable and curi-
ous about the sciences. They will be observant, discerning, and inde-
pendent thinkers. They will be their generation’s rare masters of the
vanishing crafts of fine writing and speaking. They will be creative
problem-solvers. They will be leaders.

CATHOLIC FAITH AND MORALS

The Catholic faith as taught at Saint Monica Academy is the
Church’s official magisterium, based on Sacred Scripture and 2000
years of Christian tradition, from the earliest Church Fathers to the
modern popes. Rather than evade or water down orthodox Catholic
teachings, Saint Monica Academy celebrates and defends them. Non-
Catholic students, too, will be edified to see the Catholic faith present-
ed in a full and fair light, from which vantage point they will be better
able to exercise their own freedom of religious and moral conscience.
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Students will come to see that Christianity is affirmed by knowledge
and reason, not threatened by it.

In the high school, students will explore the Church’s rich intellec-
tual heritage. They will study great works of apologetics and theology,
beginning with accessible writings of the Church Fathers, including St.
Augustine, and culminating in an introduction to parts of St. Thomas
Aquinas’s masterpiece, the Summa Theologica. They will continue to
deepen their knowledge of Sacred Scripture. This will overlap with
the English curriculum when the students follow the path of Abraham
Lincoln by mastering stirring passages from the Bible, with its incom-
parable verse. Students will practice their rhetorical skills by address-
ing the heated moral issues of our day from the standpoint of both
Catholic doctrine and opposing critiques.

In keeping with the teaching of the Second Vatican Council, stu-
dents will learn that by excelling as students, they are giving glory
to God and prepar-
ing themselves for
His service.  They
will see that they can
turn their study into
prayer,  sanctifying
their work, sancti-
fying themselves in
their work, and sanc-
tifying others by do-
ing so. They will be
taught that one can-
not be a “Catholic”
only on Sundays or
times of explicit prayer, but that the Catholic faith must be lived con-
sistently at all times. This “unity of life” will be manifested in how the
students and their teachers practice both supernatural piety and hu-
man virtues. Teachers will be men and women of prayer who frequent
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the sacraments. Students will be expected to be kind to each other,
respectful of those in authority, modest in dress, chaste in behavior,
courageous and persevering in adversity, and leaders of their under-
classmen. They will see that Catholic morality leads to true freedom
and joy.

SOCIAL ATMOSPHERE

The ideals we have described here—the search for truth; love
of learning; discernment of genuine beauty; virtue; service; and the
Christian faith itself—are at odds with the prevailing ethos of our
popular culture and even most elite educational institutions. Parents
struggle to instill these ideals in the face of the contrary culture, and
worry even more about the influences on their children when they leave
home for college.

Saint Monica Academy reinforces the virtues and ideals that par-
ents are trying to instill at home. Even though the school has grown
far beyond the original founding group, encompassing diverse ethnic
and socioeconomic backgrounds, the families are united in a common
bond of shared values and

goals. The children form

a peer group in which the
exercise of faith and virtue
brings admiration, not
derision. Yet social inter-
actions are also character-
ized by naturalness and
good humor. Friendships
are formed that will con-

tinue across the years and
miles, as the students go
their separate ways but
maintain their contacts
and solidarity, leaven-
ing their new peers while
reinforcing the faith and
morals of the old.




CHARTER OF PRINCIPLES

An important aspect of the social interaction at Saint Monica
Academy’s high school is the relationship between the sexes. Modesty
governs the norms of attire in the classroom and in extracurricular
activities. Students are thereby influenced to regard each other with re-
spect appropriate to their human dignity, not as bodily objects. Young
men and women enjoy swing dances and other forms of entertainment
where friendships can develop in a wholesome way.

WHAT IS A CLASSICAL EDUCATION?

There are several traditional elements of what is called a classical
education. Among these is what is called the “trivium,” a cluster of
three liberal arts tradition-

ally viewed as the funda- Saint Monica Academy offers
ments of clear thinking Latin ... because Latin is a highly
and effective communi-  structured language, requiring
cation. Another element  stydents ro be Jacile in identifying

is the reading of great li- 7, parts of speech as well as verb
erature, sometimes called

the Great Books. Finally,
where appropriate, a pedagogy employing the Socratic method is em-
ployed allowing high school students to discuss a text or problem and

tenses and moods.

progress to a conclusion together in a participatory manner.

THE TRIVIUM—THE FOUNDATION

OF THE LIBERAL ARTS

For centuries, if not millennia, one was not considered to be edu-
cated unless he had first mastered those liberal arts known as the “trivi-
um,” the arts necessary to clear thinking and effective communication.
The three arts that comprise the “trivium” are known as “grammar,”
logic and rhetoric. Saint Monica Academy expects its students to gain
a beginning mastery of these arts in a variety of ways, some formal and
others more informal. Because this tradition of learning is now little
known, it is helpful to review what these three arts comprise and their
importance to critical thinking and argument.
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GRAMMAR. We associate “grammar” today with certain rules
generally taught in English or foreign language classes. It is widely
assumed in modern philosophical circles that these rules are arbitrary
human constructs. While that is true to some extent—whether one
uses colons or semi-colons may be more a matter of convention than
anything else—traditionally the principles of grammar were con-
sidered to be connatural to man because the fundaments of speech
conveyed something about the reality around us. Because grammar
focuses on the building blocks of a meaningful predication (what we
call a sentence or statement), it is a necessary and preliminary founda-
tion for logic, the science of deduction from statements. Saint Monica
Academy offers Latin as the prime vehicle for the teaching of the clas-
sical art of grammar because Latin is a highly structured language, re-
quiring students to be facile in identifying the parts of speech as well as
verb tenses and moods. Understanding well the parts of speech greatly
improves the students’ English. Of course, grammar is also stressed in
English instruction as well.

LOGIC. Logic is the formal study of when and how one can reach
necessary and indisputable conclusions from premises that have already
been established or

High school students are therefore ready to  conceded.

learn to think more critically about what

necessary conc/uszoz?s may be flmwn from formally a part of
a given set of premises. That is precisely higher  education

what a study of formal logic provides. Unfortunately, the

Logic was once

formal study of
logic is rarely found anymore at the university level and is virtually
nonexistent in high schools. Should anyone be surprised why so few
people can follow a complex argument or recognize a false one? Every
young person, merely by virtue of sharing in the intellect which distin-
guishes man from beast, knows—without quite knowing why—what
it means to deduce necessary conclusions from premises. Even before
high school, students have unwittingly practiced logical deduction re-
peatedly in their application of math skills to problems. High school
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students are therefore ready to learn to think more critically about what
necessary conclusions may be drawn from a given set of premises. That
is precisely what a study of formal logic provides.

The Saint Monica student will learn what forms of syllogism lead to
necessary conclusions and which do not. The Saint Monica student will
learn to identify fallacies in arguments. The study of logic is universally
applicable and ;
therefore cross-
es into different

disciplines, in-
cluding math-
ematics, science
and  English,
where  oppor-
tunities arise to
develop more
learning about
logical  think-
ing.

RHETORIC. Rhetoric was traditionally understood as the art
of persuasion, which, like any skill or art, can be used for good or ill.
A neglected study, it has come to be associated with the meretricious,
as if persuasion could not serve to advance more noble goals. Much
of the effectiveness of our communication depends upon how well we
can persuade. Men and women do not respond to bare bone logical
exercises. People’s biases and desires get in the way of their apprecia-
tion of truth. Then too, not all human action can rest on undisputable
conclusions and therefore logic takes one only so far. It is for these
reasons that the art of persuasion makes all the difference. Moreover,
to avoid being misled, it is helpful to understand the rhetorical de-
vices employed in the media and elsewhere. Our forebears, therefore,
concluded that to be persuasive, one ought to study the liberal art of
rhetoric.
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Rhetoric is best learned from wide reading of great speeches and
essays. Students will be expected not only to memorize passages from
great speeches but will be encouraged to carefully examine what it is that
makesaspeech effective. The modelsareeasy to find: Winston Churchill,
Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, and the speeches Shakespeare
puts in the mouth of Mark Anthony, Henry V, Portia and Shylock.
Great essays also showcase the rhetorical art. Saint Monica Academy
expects its students to have read and discussed essays by Montaigne,
C.S. Lewis, G.K. Chesterton and others. Rhetoric is an important
ingredient of persuasive writing and Saint Monica Academy students
will be expected
to incorporate
what they have
learned  about
rthetoric  into
their essays.

Of course,
the most effec-
tive learning is
accomplished
through partic-

ipation. Hence
Saint  Monica
Academy expects its students to engage in classroom debate and en-
courages further development of rhetorical powers through participa-
tion in the extracurricular debate team.

Under the pedagogy of the trivium, students learn not just particu-
lar subject matters, but also acquire the “tools of learning” that will
equip them for a lifetime of independent learning, creativity and ef-
fective problem-solving. These basic tools of learning will enable Saint
Monica Academy students to make the most of their later education at
the college level.
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THE GREAT BOOKS

Saint Monica Academy seeks to advance its students in as many
of the various subjects as is feasible through great literature or what
are sometimes called
the “Great Books” 1he alternative to reading “great books”
There are many in school is to read “not so great” books
things that  may  uud even bad books.
make literature or a
book “great.” Time tests literature as it does all things. What is great
endures. Why? Because it speaks to man across the ages and therefore
is deemed to contain something of abiding interest. ~Shakespeare is
perhaps one of the best examples because he addressed virtually ev-
ery aspect of the human condition with profundity through marvel-
ously drawn characters that have taken on a life of their own, and did
this all with a cadenced choice of words that still moves us centuries
later. Homer, Plato, Plutarch, Cicero, St. Augustine, Boethius, Dante,
Chaucer, Cervantes, Austen, Dostoyevsky, and others, likewise con-
tinue to speak to us in words that are as fresh and vivid as when they
lived and wrote.

The alternative to reading “great books” in school is to read “not
so great” books and even bad books. That should be answer enough.
Too often the
great writers are
thought too difh-
cult, their views
outdated. Saint
Monica Academy
believes that well-

prepared  high

school students
are capable of
reading appropri-
ate texts of the
greatest think-

ers and writers.
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SOCRATIC METHOD

The Socratic method is taken from the Dialogues of Plato, in which
Socrates taught through questioning rather than formulating answers
for the student. Socrates’ goal was to teach his students to think for
themselves. For that reason, it has long been the hallmark of good law
schools to teach would-be lawyers how to think through the Socratic
method. While high school students cannot be expected to progress
solely in this manner, Saint Monica Academy encourages disciplined
discussion of texts in class by and among its students. Saint Monica
teachers look for opportunities to teach through observation, discus-

sion, and experimentation.

These classical principles of
education permeate Saint Monica
Academy’s curriculum and peda-
gogy. Always, the goal is to foster
not only the mastery of the sub-
ject at hand but a love of learn-
ing, the benefits of which will
be lifelong. To that end Saint
Monica Academy seeks a balance
with respect to homework assign-
ments to ensure that they serve
classroom progress and do not so
overwhelm the student that his
natural interest in learning and

reading is crushed or dampened.

MATHEMATICS

Students progress through the standard sequence of college-
preparatory courses in mathematics: pre-algebra, geometry (based on
Euclidean proofs), algebra, trigonometry, pre-calculus and calculus.
Students are encouraged to view math as a stimulating intellectual
challenge with “extra credit” brain-teasers.
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THE SCIENCES

Students will study biology, chemistry, physics, geology, ocean-
ography, astronomy and human anatomy. Chemistry, physics and
biology will be standard col-
lege-preparatory  offerings,
including laboratory experi-
mentation.

Saint Monica Academy’s
science teachers have an in-
fectious love for the subjects
they teach. They regard
themselves as ongoing learn-
ers, carrying the students
along on a journey of ex-
ploration. 'The students are
thereby reawakened to a nat-
ural sense of wonder at the
world and universe around
them. I-Pods and Gameboys
give way to binoculars and

field books. Students increase their powers of observation. They learn
not just science, but the classical scientific method, beginning with ob-
servation and then testing hypotheses to fit a theory to the phenomena.
They will acquire the habit of learning from the world around them,
finding joy at its beauty and seeing God’s glory in creation.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
AND COMPOSITION

Recruiters at a top law firm recently observed that, despite their
selection of the best students from the very best law schools (which
had previously culled from the highest echelons of the most prestigious
colleges), the new incoming lawyers were glaringly unable to write.
Saint Monica Academy’s high school is an oasis in today’s expressive

11 =
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wasteland. Our students are well on their way to becoming masters of
the English language, superb writers and speakers.

Good writing begins with

When studying the history of good reading. In too many

Europe, students will read schools the canon of great

o English literature has been
Churchill s account of the War

' corrupted by modern fash-

of the Roses, and discover that ions of what is acceptable or

he, too, read great literature and representative. Saint Monica

incorporated the iambic cadences  high school graduates will

of Shakespeare’s Henry VI ... be steeped in great litera-

ture—prose and poetry—

from Shakespeare to Evelyn
Waugh, from Chaucer to Twain. They will thrill to vivid narrative
and delight in beautiful imagery. They will learn the power of the well-
chosen word, and practice the discipline of finding it. They will come
to appreciate the lapidary sparkle of literary devices like parallelism
and alliteration, and work to become journeymen jewelers who weave
such gems seamlessly in their own prose.

Imbibing great literature is not limited to the English curriculum.
When studying ancient civilizations, students will read Gibbon, the
master of antithesis, and thereby not just learn, but never forget, that
“Augustus was accustomed to boast that he found his capital of brick,
and that he left it of marble.” When studying the history of Europe,
students will read Churchill’s account of the War of the Roses, and
discover that he, too, read great literature and incorporated the iam-
bic cadences of Shakespeare’s Henry VI into his own narrative of the
same period. Students will thrill to the compelling style of Francis
Parkman’s accounts of the French Jesuit martyrs, the Battle of Quebec,
and the Oregon Trail; Washington Irving on the life of Columbus and
the exploits and tribulations of the fur traders; William Prescott on the
Spanish conquests of Mexico and Peru; Henry Adams on the Battle
of New Orleans and the Louisiana Purchase; Theodore Roosevelt on
the trans-Allegheny expansion and the great sea battles of the War of
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1812; John Steinbeck on Our Lady of Guadalupe; Shelby Foote on the
battle of Shiloh; and Winston Churchill’s marvelous summarizations
of the Civil War. In religion class, students will read the brilliant prose
of the apologists Newman, Chesterton, Knox and Lewis, and of course
great verse in the Bible. In biology our students will read Henri Fabre,
who brought the insect world to life through his masterful powers of
observation and his remarkable descriptions.

Then the students will write, and re-write, and learn that the great-
est writers have always been, above all, relentless self-editors. Reinforced
in this process will be the fundamentals of grammar, syntax, concise-
ness and organization. And in this subject, as with all aspects of our
school, students will be trained in striving for the beautiful, in exposi-
tion of the truth, and in persuading an audience to choose the good.

HISTORY

History has been another casualty of modern pedagogy. Even where
it has not been altogether replaced by “social studies” or some other
trendy specialized “study,” what remains is often a morass of relativism
and cynicism, where great epochs and institutions are caricatured by
their worst actors, and heroes
are laid low. Recent surveys of
Ivy League graduates showed
appalling ignorance of rudi-
mentary facts about even our
own nation’s past.

Saint Monica Academy’s
history will be, in the first
place, history. The touchstone
will be the presentation of

truth, but in a way that exalts,
not just pointing out faults. The failings of people and periods will be
presented, but in just proportion, sometimes as a chiaroscuro of their
heroism, a heroism all the more remarkable for transcending faults and
rising to courageous deeds.

13 o
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Saint Monica graduates will know the history—and the culture—
of the great ancient civilizations: Egypt, Israel, Babylon, Greece, Persia
and Rome. They will learn the history of the so-called Dark Ages, the
medieval period, and

They will attain a balanced the Renaissance. ‘They

understanding of the Reformation, will attain a balanced
recognizing the abuses in the Church,  understanding of the
yet seeing the continuous consistency of ~ Reformation, recogniz-
her doctrines in the midst of corrupt ing the abuses in the
pastors as paradoxical proof of her Church, yet seeing the

. . continuous consistency
theological inerrancy.

of her doctrines in the
midst of corrupt pastors as paradoxical proof of her theological iner-
rancy.

American history will be taught from the colonial period to the
present. Students will attain a command of every era. They will si-
multaneously learn related geography and (in their English classes) the
contemporary literature. They will study in depth the founding of our
constitutional republic, the competing ideas of government and liberty
that blended into our Constitution and the Bill of Rights. They will
read from the Federalist Papers. They will study how the founding
principles of limited government and individual rights have been in-
terpreted over two centuries of Supreme Court jurisprudence, and the
crossroads at which they stand today.

In keeping with the principle of teaching through great literature,
Saint Monica students will be introduced to the great historians such as

Thucydides, Plutarch, Gibbon, Parkman, Churchill, Belloc and Foote.

FINE ARTS AND MUSIC

The high school student should make a formal study of music
and art. A Catholic education that orders all learning ultimately to
the knowledge of God should familiarize the student with beauty. The
true, the good and the beautiful are all reflections of God’s perfection,
and are thus all ways to come to Him.

=14 =
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The basics of appreciating fine art will be introduced at Saint
Monica Academy and reinforced by field trips to our many excellent
local museums such as the Norton-Simon, the Huntington Library
and Art Galleries, the Getty, and LACMA. The emphasis will be on
the training of the mind and eye by familiarity with beautiful works of
art.

Music is an area that requires particular attention by parents and
the school, for here more than anywhere modern culture drives a wedge
between parent and child. Saint Monica Academy provides a balance
to the frequently dark and ugly world of today’s popular music. In dai-
ly morning assembly and weekly music class, students become familiar
with beautiful music from our rich sacred tradition, our patriotic songs
and secular clas-
sical music. The
power of music
to move us to
holiness, glad-
ness,  SOITOW
and bravery are
experienced.
School dances
are more bal-
anced than is
usually present-
ed to today’s
high school stu-
dents, involv-
ing the music
of many eras,
including folk
dancing, swing
and ballroom,

as well as current popular music. In these ways Saint Monica Academy
hopes to help parents widen their children’s experience of music, so
they become sensitive to its beauty and emotive power.
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From its founding, Saint Monica Academy has recognized that
not all things a student needs to learn can be learned at school. For this
reason, Saint Monica Academy firmly strives to avoid overburdening
students  with
academic home-  Saint Monica Academy firmly strives
work in order to 10 avoid overburdening students with

leave  students  ,udemic homework in order to leave
afternoon  and students afternoon and evening time for
the cultural education so important to the

development of their souls ...

evening  time
for the cultural
education so im-
portant to the
development of their souls, for music lessons and practice, for art study
and for wider reading of literature.

Finally, students at Saint Monica Academy have available to them
an unusual opportunity to participate in the excellent Crown City
Choirs, which rehearse after school on Fridays on the Saint Monica
Academy campus. Besides being a superior singing experience, these
choirs also serve as a wonderful opportunity for socializing and coop-
eration with the local Catholic home school group, and with students
from other local Catholic and public schools. This widens our commu-
nity and opens other cultural opportunities for our children, such as
the Los Angeles Master Chorale High School Choral Festival and the
St. Andrew’s annual Bach to Broadway Benefi.

SPORTS AND
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

While not its primary focus, sports and other extracurricular ac-
tivities at Saint Monica Academy are important contributors to the
overall development of the student’s character. A student’s participa-
tion in various sports and extracurricular activities develops discipline,
the ability to undertake difficult tasks in order to achieve a goal; fos-
ters teamwork, the willingness to act for the good of the whole and
others; and requires an attitude of sportsmanship and courtesy that
ensures that the dignity of each participant is preserved and respected.
These are important in developing within the student a balanced and

= 16 =
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well-rounded character. In addition, they enhance the student’s abil-
ity to succeed in the academic life of the school. Consequently, Saint
Monica Academy integrates various activities into its school program
including:

SPORTS. Intramural team sports such as (touch) football and
volleyball are available, as well as individual sports like swimming and
tennis.

DEBATE. Saint Monica high school students are coached in de-
bate by a former nationally ranked high school and collegiate debater.
During the 2005-2006 season, Saint Monica high school students won
top-tier awards.

DRAMA. Saint Monica Academy students will have the oppor-
tunity to participate in annual dramatic productions.

SERVICE. Saint Monica students participate in a variety of in-
dividual and class-wide projects to help those in need and serve the
community.

TRAVEL TOURS. To bring their studies to life—especially his-
tory—trips to historic places are planned for all high school students.
In the spring of
2005, the high
school students
spent five days M
touring his-
toric sites near
Washington,
D.C. These
trips  will  be
chaperoned by a
teacher and par-
ents.
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COLLEGE PLACEMENT
AND ACHIEVEMENT

COLLEGE PREPARATION

Saint Monica Academy’s high school program is college prepara-
tory. The course offerings are structured so that students who graduate
will meet or exceed the requirements of highly selective colleges. All
courses are taught at the honors level. Students may take the SAT II
and Advanced Placement exams.

GUIDANCE

Saint Monica Academy works with parents to identify the most
appropriate colleges to attend and assists the student and family in the
college admission process.

ADVANTAGES OF A SMALL EXCELLENT HIGH

SCHOOL FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION

Colleges and universities will find Saint Monica Academy gradu-
ates very attractive. Selective colleges look for diversity in the com-
position of their student body. Saint
Monica Academy students are unique
on many counts. Through their immer-
sion in the classical curriculum, they will
bring to their college years a knowledge
of Western history and literature well
beyond the norm. Their writing skills,
passion for great literature, and speaking
skills, developed through literature, dra- 1
ma and rhetoric, will further make them
top candidates.

ACCREDITATION

Saint Monica Academy is a Candidate
for accreditation from the Western [F}
Association of Schools and Colleges.
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CONCLUSION

The world around us cries out for great leaders. Everywhere we
see a decline in morals and the debasement of truth. And yet we find
rays of hope, and where it appears, it shines forth in leaders—men and
women in all walks of life who reflect character, learning and faith.
Hope dawns as well in young people eager to learn truth and grow in
virtue. It is to teach truth and form virtue in tomorrow’s leaders that
Saint Monica Academy was born. And it is to prepare future leaders to
excel in college and thereafter that we dedicate our high school.

¢ TEDESFUIIITT
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ST. MONICA ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL:

OVERVIEW OF ENGLISH LITERATURE
—Based on a modified Great Books Program

Warriner's Grammar (grades 9 - 12)

MLA Style Handbook (grades 9 - 12)

Vocabulary from Greek and Latin Roots (grades 9 - 10)
Vocabulary from SAT text (grades 11 - 12)

YEAR ONE: ANCIENT GREEK AND ROMAN LITERATURE
Edith Hamilton, Mythology (selections)
Homer, 7he Odyssey (tr. by Richard Lattimore)
Homer, 7he Iliad (tr. by Robert Fitzgerald)
Sophocles, Oedipus Rex (tragedy)
Aeschylus, 7he Oresteia (tragedy)
The Holy Bible, The Book of Job
Socrates, The Apology (taken from the Dialogues of Socrates)
Aristophanes, 7he Frogs (comedy)
Aristophanes, 7he Clouds (comedy)
Virgil, 7he Aeneid (selections)
Pericles, “The Funeral Oration”
Demosthenes, “Second Oration Against Philip”
Marcus Aurelius, “Meditations”
Seneca, “Selected Speeches”
MacCauley, “Horatius”
Plutarch, Lives (Selections)
Shakespeare, Antony and Cleopatra
T.S. Eliot, “What is a Classic” (copies provided by teacher)
Sienkiewicz, Quo Vadis

St. Ignatius of Antioch, Selected Ancient Christian Poetry
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YEAR TWO: MEDIEVAL LITERATURE

“Caedmon’s Hymn” (early Anglo-Saxon poetry)

The Dream of the Ancient Rood (early Anglo-Saxon poetry)
Beowulf, tr. by Ian Serraillier

Sigrid Undset, Gunnar’s Daughter

Poem of the Cid (Selections)

The Song of Roland, tr. by Burgess

Geoftrey of Monmouth, History of the Kings of Britain (selections)
Chretien de Troyes, Lancelot (Selections)

Wolfram von Eschenbach, Parzival (selections)

Dante Alighieri, Purgatorio

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, tr. by J.R.R. Tolkien
Geoffery Chaucer, 7he Canterbury Tales (Selections)
Everyman and Medieval Miracle Plays, ed. Cawley
Petrarch, Selected Sonnets

William Shakespeare, Sonnets

William Shakespeare, Richard 111

2] =
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YEAR THREE: RENAISSANCE AND
MODERN LITERATURE

William Shakespeare, Macbeth
William Shakespeare, Much Ado about Nothing
William Shakespeare, Henry V
Percy Bysshe Shelley, “In Defense of Poetry”
Wordsworth and Coleridge “Introduction” to the Lyrical Ballads”
John Paul 11, Lezter to Artists
Selected poems from English Romantic Movement
Wordsworth “Intimations on Childhood,”
and “Intimations on Morality”
Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,”
and “Kubla Khan”
Shelley, “Adonis,” and “Indian Serenade”
William Blake, “Songs of Innocence,”
and “Songs of Experience”
Keats, “La Belle Dame Sans Merci,”
and “Ode to a Grecian Urn”
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, Frankenstein
Charles Dickens, Zale of the Two Cities
Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal”
“The Importance of Being Earnest,” Oscar Wilde
Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad
Short Stories—James Joyce, O.Henry, DeMaupassant, and
William Faulkner and Poems—T.S. Eliot, Dylan Thomas,
Maya Angelou



CHARTER OF PRINCIPLES

YEAR FOUR: AMERICAN LITERATURE

Washington Irving, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

Nathanial Hawthorne, Scarlet Letter

Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hand of an Angry God”

Nathanial Hawthorne,“The Birthmark”

Edgar Allen Poe, “Tell-Tale Heart”

Ambrose Bierce, Selections from the “Devil’s Dictionary”

Fredrick Douglass, Selections from “Autobiography”

Booker T. Washington, Selections from “Up From Slavery”

Whitman, Longfellow, Emily Dickinson—Selected American
Poetry

Emerson and Thoreau—~Selected Essays

E. Scott Fitzgerald, The Grear Gatsby

Ezra Pound, e.e. cummings, T. S. Eliot—Selected Poetry

Ernest Hemingway, Selected Short Stories, “Hills like White
Elephants,” and “The Short, Happy Life of Francis
MacComber”

Short Stories and Letters, Flannery O’Connor

John Steinback Of Mice and Men

William Faulkner, Light in August

Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheir 451



